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Escape From Puerto Vallarta
(Part 2)
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Puerte Vallarta has become one of Mexics's mast popular dastinations. And
for good reazon: awesoms beaches and activities, amazing food and drink,
and incradibly easy aceess from MNorth America via the cruisa port and
intarnational airport.

But that also means tha west coast tropical resort city can gat a little
crovwded at times.

The first story of this two-part series fornsed on escaping to the Sisrra
Madrs Ooridentzl monntains inland from Posrte Vallarta, in particalar tha
charming old silver mining town of San Sebastian del Oeste.

For those who want to stick close to the coast, the focus of this storyis a
14n-mila (zz0-km) stretch of Highway 200 in Jalizeo state that features
both budzet cpticns and some of the poshest accommeoedation zleng
Mexico's west coast
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Mismaloya

wadged betwesan steep, jungle-covered mountzins and tha ocezn, the first
stretch of Highway zoo is a spectacnlar coast road that snakes its way down
to Mizmaleya via numerous twists and turns.

Along the way are pockst beachses like Playa Punta Magra and Playa
Paredon, and varions outdear adventures ranging from snorkeling and sea
kayaking to the canopy zipline conrsa at 2ogalito Ecopark

Ameong the soores of overnight options are the all-inclnsive Hilton Vallarta
Biviara with its dreamy coastal wiews, coeanfront infinity poals and tasty
cocktail bars to small, romantic, lower-cost options like Casitas Marzika
boutiqua hotsl.

Mizmalova was a small, backwater shing villags until 1063 when director
John Hun=ton chose it as the satting for The Night of the Iguana, 2 movie
rencwned for its steamy scenes both on and off camera between star
Fichard Burton and wife Elizabeth Taylor.

Hollywood retarned in 2021 to film the hit sitcom Acapulo at the Earcelo
Puerto Vallartz overlooking Playa Mismaloya.
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Pérula and the Costa Alegre

Just south of Mismaloya, Highway 200 tarms inland and cimbs into the
highlands of Cabe Corrientes. The countryside i= a patchwork of cattle
raoches, small farms and dry tropiczl forest that eventnzlly descends to tha
top end of the Costa Alagra.

5till largely undiscoverad, the “Happy Coast” is the placa to haad for thosa
wha want to have a long white-=and beach almost 2ll to themselves, savor
margaritas and fish tacos in an uncrowdad b=each bar, kayzk pristine coastal
astuaries or hike remate trails in the Sierra Madre foothills that tumbla
down to the s2a.

Inaxpensive compared to much of Mawico's Pacific shors, tha Costa Alepre
offers many low-cost overnight options, from beachfrent camping and BV
parks to budzet hotels and short-term rentals.

Pérla is the first eoastal town south of Mismaloyva and the best placa to
base your stay along this northern stretch of the Costa Alagre.

A'block up from the beach, the Casa Tilmacalli boutique hotel offers rooms
with foll kitchens and medarn bathroems, as well as 2 swimming pool,
restaurant and convenisnce store right acrass tha strest.
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The town's Plaza Principal comes alive after dark, as locals flock to al
fresco eataries and food trucks like Mena for unique (and often spicy)
exican-style frankdurtars, inni for fish and shrimp taces, and Cecy
for amaring tostadas.

skippars ara readily availabla along the Nueve Malacon at the wast end
of town for journeys to the nearby Isla Corinas, an uninhzabited island
and nature preserve that boasts both 2 seclnded onde beach and a
gorgeens white-sand strand on a mrqueisa bay that's ideal for swimming
and snorkeling.

Costa Careyes and Tamarindo

Highway 200 continues slang the shore to the posh Costa Careyes, an
upscale resort community comprising castles, casitas and a singls hemry
hotel.

Foundead by Itzlizn tycoon Giao Fraoco Brignons in the late 1560z, the
sprawling compound {20,000 acres) includes half 2 dozen beaches,
saverzl restanrants, and the architecturally distinctive Copa del Sol spa.

Inland from the shors, Costa Carayes oversess the Sahva de Cuitzmala
naturs preserve, part of the Chameslza-Cuirmala Binsphere Raserva that
protacts the varions plants and animals that inhabit the coastal forast —
inclnding indigsnouns big cats like the jagnar and puma.

Anchoring the bottom end of the Jalisco coast is another large, private
super-hex property with 2 single hotsl — the incredible Four Seasons
Tzmarindo.

Fourteen years in development and constmaction, the resort fully opened
to rave raviews io the spring of zo22. The mooumental architectare of
Lz Mansion — the main dining, shopping and recreation hub built with
stone imported from around Mexico — channels the Museo Madonal da
Antropologia in Medeo City.

Guests can explore Tamarding's 3,000-acre forest reserve with the
resident naturalist, take 2 guidad tour of the Rancho Ortega orgamic
farm, play a ronnd of 18 on the golf conrsa that hugs the top of
precipitous s2a cliffs or halp baby sea mrtles make their way into the sea.
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