greenmatiers

The Best Green Hotel Brands Perfect for the Socially Responsible Traveler
Check out the 10 winners of our award for the best green hotel brands.

Finding a hotel that mixes luxury and social responsibility can be tricky, but these

hotel brands prioritize sustainability and the environment along with comfort. While
no one is perfect, these hotels will have travelers feeling a little less guilty when it
comes to their environmental footprints thanks to practices focused on water

conservation and meaningful community involvement — and beyond.

The 10 winners of this Green Matters Approved contest are listed below. Read more

about our Green Matters Approved contests here.

1. Beyond Green

Beyond Green has properties all around the world and the USA, including Californiq,

Nevada, and Florida, that are dedicated to those traveling well and with intention. All
its members have eliminated single-use plastic and are actively working to reduce
their carbon footprint. Beyond Green also prioritizes biodiversity conservation and
community engagement. For example, Post Ranch Inn in California was designed

and built with attention to the preservation of existing trees.

2. Viceroy Hotels & Brands

Sustainability is a top priority for Viceroy Hotels & Brands. The company consciously

employs practices to reduce its carbon footprint including recycling, composting,
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and low-flow water fixtures. Viceroy Snowmass in Colorado was designated LEED
Gold status and also follows a Green Purchasing policy focused on sustainable, eco-
friendly products. Other Viceroy locations include Chicago, Santa Monica, and Los

Cabos.

3.1 Hotels

SOURCE: AVABLU

"We design our spaces and places to preserve the natural environment and culture
of the setting—and do all the good we can along the way." That's 1 Hotels’ mission
when it comes to its sustainability practices. All 1 Hotel locations are minimum LEED
certified and prioritize CO2 offsetting. 1 Hotels also launched the Certified Sustainable
Gatherings, a program that creates memorable events with minimal environmental
impact, diverting 90 percent of waste. 1 Hotels also donates to various charitable

partners including Oceanic Global and NRDC.
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4. Hyatt

SOURCE: HYATT

Hyatt Ziva Riviera in Cancun.

Hyatt's commitment to sustainability shines through its World of Care initiative,
which prioritizes eco-friendly practices across its global properties. From energy-
efficient designs and renewable energy use to water conservation and waste
reduction, Hyatt hotels set a standard for green hospitality. Standout locations, like
Alila properties, feature sustainable architecture and locally sourced materials. By
collaborating with communities and implementing innovative solutions, Hyatt
ensures every guest experience aligns with its vision of a healthier planet for future

generations

5. Marriott Hotels & Resorts

Marriott demonstrates its dedication to sustainability through its Serve 360 initiative,
focusing on reducing environmental impact and fostering a greener future. Key

achievements include energy-efficient building designs, waste reduction programs,
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and a pledge to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Iconic eco-friendly properties
like Element by Westin emphasize sustainable stays with features such as energy-
saving technology and eco-conscious materials. Marriott's commitment ensures
travelers enjoy luxurious accommodations while contributing to meaningful

environmental stewardship worldwide.

6. Banyan Group

In 2023, Banyan Group released a sustainability report that highlighted its mission to

responsible travel and operating sustainable spaces. Along with a 22 percent
reduction in emissions and nearly 13,000 trees planted, Banyan Group was also
awarded a National Geographic Traveler Golden Award for Sustainable Contribution.
Banyan Group has 80 resorts located in 22 countries all with the mission of
embracing the environment. Banyan Tree Puebla in Mexico is one location where
guests can experience Banyan's Stay for Good program, which provides travelers
with immersive experiences that encourage a deeper connection with the

community.

1. Virgin Hotels

Virgin Hotels is committed to redefining hospitality with sustainability at its heart.
Across all locations, the brand integrates eco-conscious practices like energy-
efficient HVAC systems, low-flow water fixtures, and LED lighting. The Chicago hotel, a
LEED Gold-certified property, exemplifies this commitment with its use of sustainable
building materials, robust recycling programs, and a focus on reducing waste
through initiatives like refillable pump bottles in guest rooms. Virgin Hotels blends

luxury with innovation, paving the way for a greener future in hospitality.
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8. Accor Group

Accor Hotels is dedicated to sustainable hospitality thanks to its Planet 21 program, a
global strategy focused on positive hospitality for people and the planet. Accor
prioritizes energy efficiency, waste reduction, and water conservation, alongside
initiatives like reforestation and sustainable sourcing. With ambitious goals to
achieve net-zero carbon emissions and eliminate single-use plastics, Accor
combines luxury with environmental responsibility, offering eco-conscious travelers

unparalleled stays that contribute to a greener, more sustainable future.

9. Auberge Resorts

Each Auberge Resort is dedicated to responsible luxury and sustainable social

practices. Auberge du Soleil in Napa Valley is dedicated to eco-friendly initiatives
including environmental health, resource conservation, and community. Auberge's
The Lodge in Blue Sky in Utah uses no single-use plastics and has its own wastewater
treatment facility and organic, regenerative farm. The brand's Commodore Perry
Estate supports the Austin-based non-profit Urban Roots, growing over 25,000

pounds of fresh foods.

10. IHG Hotels & Resorts

IHG Hotels and Resorts boasts Low-Carbon Hotels that demonstrate energy

efficiency over global standards and demonstrate energy efficiency over global
standards. They also have properties that are certified sustainable across North
America. Guests can also donate their IHG One Rewards points to non-profits
partnered with IHG. IHG also launched its business plan, Journey to Tomorrow, to
reflect its commitment to responsible travel, which is aligned with the UN Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs).
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All Green Matters Approved nominees are chosen by the Green Matters editorial
team, and winners are chosen based on reader votes. Readers can vote for each
category once a day. To learn more, read our terms and conditions.
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