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Unexpected Mexico: Finding
the Hidden Gems

If you're visiting Mexico, try your mariachi, margaritas, and museums with a fresh,

new twist.

Andrea Guthmann




There's o denying Mexico is filled with a bounty of beach resorts, But what if
you're looking for something more adventurons than the all inclusive hotel and

you want o do more than lounge poolside?

Mexico is home 1o a vast array of unnsual experiences, from ancient roins, to seolozical
wonders, to scuba diving in the second largest barrier reef system in the world. [lere are
a few unigque adventures you might take the next time yon're visiting our neighbor (o
the south.

Art and Architecture in Guadalajara

The birthplace of mariachi, Mexico's secongd largest ciiy of Guadalajara is known for iis
vibrant arts scene, hoth traditional and cutting edge.

Tor see how the male dominated music genre of mariachi is evolving, visit the Hotel Rig
Plaza on Wednesday and Saturday nights to hear popular all female mariachi bands,
Guadalajara’s artists are also breaking barriers in the annmal Prohibido Festival in mid
June, celebrating LGETO) diversity through art, workshops, and performances,

Mural by Bisseé Clesmente O al the University of Guadakajara, Mexioo (Shotterstod)

The revolutionary paintings of José Clemente Orozcn, considered one of Mexion's most
important muralists alongside Diego Rivera, are another must see, Oroeco's
masterpieces are painted directly on the walls of Guadalajara’s Cabanas Musenm. Once
one of the largest orphanages in the Americas, it became a musenm campuys in 1980 and
was designated a UNESCOD World [leritage Site in 1997,



Guadakajaras Cabafas Musenm (Photo conrkesy of Goadalajara Tonrism)

The capital city of Mexico's state of Jalisco, Guadalajara’s also a cycling capital. Sunday is
the hest day to experience Mexico's secongd largest hike share system, when
Cuadalajara’s streets are closed to cars, Cyele through colonial plazas and take a break at
the inviting founiains and benches, perfiect for people watching. Don't be alarmed by the
cacophony of bells; it's coming from the surronnding chyrches, inchading the ciiy's

most iconic landmark, the majestic 16th century Cuoadalajara Cathedral.

Ricycling in Gasedalajra (Shollersiock)



Yucatan’s Cenotes

Cenotes are a stunning seological featyre common to Mexico's Yucatan repion. They're
natyral caves filled with crysial clear water that’s warm enough to swim in. They were
also important to Mayans, who saw them as sacred spaces, underground wells providing
an entrance o the afterlife, During times of drought the Mayans wonld offer op
sacrifices in cenotes to the pod of rain,

Camde Sarmmla Deilmap neer Valkadodid, Yocn (Shollestock)

Today, visitors to the Yucatan can swim in many of the thonsands of these ynderground

caverns. The Fairmont Mayakoba in Playa del Carmen even has one on their property. An
on site guide takes hotel gpests into the cenote and provides a history of its significance

1o the Mayans, Time your visit to when Mayan performers in traditional attire act opt an
ancient ritual using smoke and droms. If you want to spend a day exploring more of the
surrounding cenotes, the hotel's activities desk can arrange that.

Tequila Town

Who doesn’t love a pood margarita? Take the time (o learn abont the teguila making
process by visiting the actual town of Teguila, Mexico, home to the distilleries and apave
fields that make up the popular spirit. Many local haciendas have been turned into
distilleries that give daily tours. Theres even a Mational Musenm of Tequila.

But Tequila, Mexico, isn't just abowt the drink, it also has a thriving crafts and pottery
scene, Cobhlestone streets, colorful colonial howses, and a bustling pedestrian town
suare make this a charming place to spend a few days.,

But if you only have one, considering taking the Jose Coervo Express, a 90 minute
vintage train ride whisking travelers through the blue agave fields to the lose Coervo
[Mstillery in Tequila.



Thee Josae Crerwi Express (Pholo comariesy ol Jose Coe rvn)

Kelive the glamour of the glory days of train travel by splurging on a ticket in the Elite
Wagon, a luxurious wood paneled car with floor to ceiling windows, The Elite
experience includes hand crafted cocktails, an abundance of appetizers, and tastings of
top of the line tequila reserved for first class passenpers.,

After the distillery tour, passengers are treated to a mariachi music performance
accompanied by folkloric dancers, Then iUs off 1o the agave fields to see first hand how
the plant is harvested. The day long tour ends with an over the top Mexican dance
party with unlimited tequila and food.

Pueblos Magicos

Puehlos Mdpicos, or magic towns, are smaller towns that have been designated by
Mexion's Secretary of Tourism as having unigue gqualities and coltural importance that
make them worth visiting, And while the secret’s already ont about some of them, like
popular San Miguel de Allende, there are more than one hundred small towns that are
lesser known sems,

The artisan town of Tlaguepague (pronopneed Tuh-LOCK-ay- POCK-ay) is a shopper's
paradise filled with galleries and bontiques featuring locally crafted leather, clothing,
angd home decor, Many of the old colonial mansions have been oonverted into cafes and
restaprants, some featuring live mariachi mupsicians,



Tlaguepague (Fholo coarey of Guedalajgra Tourism)

Spend an afternoon strolling the cobblestoned pedestrian only Calle Independencia (o
see onlorful buildings and whimsical public art. Make sure and step inside the elegant
gallery featuring the work of sculptor and painter Sergio Bustamante, one of Mexioo's
st poplar artists.

A few other Poehlos Mdgicos to put on your radar inchade Tepoztlan, in the central
Mexican state of Morelos. [ ikers will love this cote town at the fool of El Tepozteco
Mational Park. Travelers eager 1o learn abont indigenous cultures should consider San
Cristdbal de las Casas, in the ceniral highlands of the state of Chiapas.
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Travelers intent on experiencing towns with apthentic charm and historic character will
want 0o give one of these Puehlos Magioos a visit.



Sensational Scuba Diving

[ome to the second lareest barrier reef in the world, Mexioo's island of Coenmel should
be on every scuba diver’s bucket list, Turguodse waters with 100 percent visibility allow

you [o see everyihing from turtles o hage green moray eels, Mayan octopos, giant
gronpers, even the invasive lionfish,

Senba diving near the second - largest barrier resd in the wanld (Pholo conartesy of Abex Buaix)

Stay at a hotel that has its own scoba diving operator, like the Iberstar Cospmel, which
offers a variety of dive programs, including for beginners. Those new to scuba diving can
take the classroom portion reguired for dive certification online before arriving, do their
open water dive requirements during the trip, and return home with a certified diver
1., card.

Sinba divers al Iberostar Coeamel (Phole conrtesy of Alex Ruaid



